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NORWOOD PLANNING BOARD 

566 WASHINGTON STREET 

NORWOOD, MA   02062 

 

PLANNING BOARD MEETING, APRIL 13, 2015 

 

Present:   Paul J. Donohue, Chairman    

Alfred P. Porro Jr., Vice-Chairman 

    Joseph F. Sheehan, Clerk 

    Debbie Holmwood 

    Ernie Paciorkowski 

    Paul Halkiotis, Town Planner 

    Claire Murphy, Admin. Asst.    

 

7:00 P.M. The Planning Board meeting was called to order by Mr. Donohue, Chairman in Room 

12, Norwood Town Hall. 

 

RE-ORGANIZATION OF THE PLANNING BOARD 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to nominate Mr. Porro as Chairman, Ms. Holmwood as 

Vice-Chairman and Mr. Donohue as Clerk, seconded by Mr. Sheehan 

VOTE  5-0 motion passed 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to approve the minutes of March 23, 2015, seconded by  

VOTE  4-0 motion passed 

 

PLANNING BOARD MEETINGS 

 

The Planning Board discussed the upcoming Planning Board schedule. Mr. Porro, Chairman, 

noted that he could not attend the meeting on April 27
th

 and he requested that the meeting be re-

scheduled because he wanted to be present to discuss some important agenda items that will be 

coming up. The Planning Board agreed to re-schedule the April 27
th

 PB meeting to Thursday, 

May 7
th

. The Board approved the Planning Board schedule as amended.  

 

Mr. Paciorkowski was concerned that nothing had been received from Regal Press he requested 

that Mr. Halkiotis ask Atty. Bobrowski to give the Board some kind of status report outlining 

their progress and where they stand with the MBTA.  Ms. Holmwood was also concerned and 
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stated that the Board gave Mr. Duffey until March 31
st
 to resolve this and well March 31

st
 has 

come and gone, what next. Ms. Holmwood would like some kind of definitive action taken. 

 

Mr. Halkiotis will notify Atty. Bobrowski that the Board would like a written status report and he 

will invite Town Counsel to attend the meeting on May 7
th

. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING – Medical Marijuana Bylaw Amendments 

 

Mr. Halkiotis noted that at the last meeting the Board discussed three proposed amendment 

changes to the zoning bylaw that are housekeeping in nature for the Medical Marijuana Bylaw 

that was approved at Town Meeting last year. The first change would be to add the Medical 

Marijuana Bylaw to the definition sections of the bylaws, Section 11, so all the defined terms are 

in one place. The second amendment would add Medical Marijuana Overlay District to Section 

2.2 where all the other Overlay districts are listed.  

 

Mr. Halkiotis said that a third change was added after the last discussion with the Board. Mr. 

Sheehan suggested that in Section 3.1.5(F), the Table of Use Regulations – Service 

Establishments another subsection be added and called #11 “Medical Marijuana Treatment 

Center”. This article provides a note in the Table of Use Regulations that indicates that Medical 

Marijuana Treatment Centers are allowed by Special Permit in the Medical Marijuana Overlay 

Districts.  

 

Mr. Halkiotis said that these articles were submitted to the Board of Selectmen with a request to 

place them on the Town Meeting Warrant. 

 

Mr. Porro, Chairman, asked of the Board had any questions and seeing none he asked if anyone 

from the Public had any questions.  

Judith Howard, District 3, asked where the Medical Marijuana Districts were located. Mr. 

Halkiotis gave her a map of the districts. Ms. Howard wanted to know why the districts were so 

large and couldn’t they be made smaller? The Planning Board explained that this was already 

approved at Town Meeting. An applicant must be given ample space and most of the areas they 

are re-zoning have conservation land.  

 

Toni Eosco, 14 Endicott Street, told the Board that she had met with the Town Planner and he 

was very informative. 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to close the public hearing on the Medical Marijuana Bylaw 

Amendments, seconded by Mr. Donohue 

VOTE  5-0 motion passed 
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MOTION made by Mr. Paciorkowski to approve the Medical Marijuana Bylaw Amendments, as 

amended, seconded by Mr. Donohue 

VOTE  5-0 motion passed 

 

DISCUSSION – Underground Utilities, James Collins, Supt. NMLD 

 

Mr. Halkiotis noted that the Planning Board in its meeting in February, 2009, voted unanimously 

to require underground electric utility lines in all new subdivisions. The cost of burying the 

utility lines is to be paid for by the developer. The pros and cons associated with underground 

utilities will be discussed with Mr. Collins.  

 

Mr. Donohue said that he does not remember approving this change to the subdivision rules and 

regulations.  

 

Mr. Collins went over the areas in the Town that already have underground utilities.  

 

Mr. Paciorkowski stated that the Board wanted some input from the light department on whether 

or not they agree with this change and if not how should they proceed.  

 

Mr. Collins stated that there were pros and cons. He mentioned Sopp Circle and Talbot Avenue, 

and who would pay for underground wiring. The Board said that the developer paid for Sopp 

Circle and Talbot Avenue was the reason for the change to the subdivision rules and regs 

because the developer refused to pay.  

 

Mr. Paciorkowski asked if the NMLD agreed with underground utilities. Mr. Collins said that 

underground utilities are hard to find when they have to be repaired along with the significant 

cost of repairing. Mr. Collins also noted that there is not much land left in Norwood for 

subdivisions.  

 

Mr. Paciorkowski said if there was only one house being built, the Board could waive the 

requirement. 

 

Mr. Collins talked about the type of street light poles used in the Town. 

 

Mr. Porro thanked Mr. Collins for coming before the Board and talking about the underground 

utilities.  

 

 

 

 



 

4 

 

NEW AND OLD BUSINESS 

 

Ms. Holmwood wanted to discuss the parking of vehicles off of Vanderbilt Avenue. David 

Spiegel came before the Board three years ago for open lot storage and not it’s twice the size. 

Mr. Halkiotis will look into this. 

 

Ms. Holmwood asked why the Planning Board term is for five years, she said other people have 

asked her.  Mr. Halkiotis said that in order the change the term, it would have to go to Town 

Meeting because it’s a Charter Change. 

 

Ms. Holmwood suggested that the Board go on site visits together on specific projects. She noted 

that the ZBA does this occasionally and feels it would be helpful to her.   

 

Discussion – Community Preservation Act 

 

Mr. Halkiotis wanted to know how the Board wanted to proceed, the next steps and what 

direction they should go. He received the power point presentation from Katherine Roth and will 

post it on the website.  

 

Mr. Paciorkowski recommended having a chart showing the numbers (return, investment, etc) 

for the presentation.  

 

Ms. Holmwood asked if they could have Katherine Ross come back for another presentation.  

 

Mr. Halkiotis said that the Planning Board makes a recommendation to the Board of Selectmen. 

 

PLANNERS REPORT 

 

Mr. Halkiotis updated the Board on an upcoming project for Jack Madden Ford for a parking 

structure.  He will be setting up a Site Plan Review meeting.  

 

ADJOURNMENT 

 

MOTION made by Mr. Sheehan to adjourn, seconded by Mr. Donohue 

VOTE 5-0 motion passed 

 

This meeting was filmed by Norwood Public Access.  A copy of the tape is available upon 

request. 
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